142          THE BATTLE ON THE OUECQ

Nanteuil-sur-Mame-Nogent-rArtaud. By order of the
Supreme Command, the First Army is to be withdrawn
towards Soissons and west of it behind the Aisne, so
as to cover the flank of the Armies; the Second Army
is in retreat to behind the Marne on both sides of
Epernay.

" I wish to express to the men of the First Army my
highest admiration for their devotion to duty, and for
their exceptional achievements during this offensive.

" The Army will to-day continue the movement
ordered, from the lines already reached, the main body
moving up to and north of a line Gondreville-south-
east of Crepy-en-Valois-La Ferte Milon-upper half of the
Ourcq line. The left wing of the Army under General
von Linsingen, including the group under General von
Lochow, will march east of the Ourcq, below La Ferte
Milon, and then, with its right flank along the road
La Ferte Milon-Villers Cotterets-cross-roads four and a
half miles north-east of Villers Cotterets-Ambleny.
General Sixt von Armings group will march with its
right flank on the Antilly-Vauciennes-TaiUefontaine-
Attichy road. General von Quast's group will keep
to the west of it.

" The II. Cavalry Corps, with KraeweFs Brigade, will
cover the left flank of the withdrawal. The 4th Cavalry
Division has been ordered to move ahead to the Aisne
to occupy the bridges between Compiegne and Soissons.
The Reserve Brigade of Von Lepel and the composite
llth Landwehr Brigade of Von der Schulenburg will
inarch by Compiegne to Vic for the same purpose. In
addition to the rearguards holding up the enemy, his
advance will be further obstructed by breaking up the
roads and demolishing the bridges over the upper
Ocruq. The 18th Pioneer Regiment will be sent